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St. Paul, Mimmesota 55101
May 7, 1980

He. Stephen Shakman . i
ffice of the State Attorney General
Pollution Control Division

1935 West County Road B-2

Poseville, Muanesota 55113

Dear tr. Shalmen:

Cr: April 21-22, 1980, members of riy staff and J met with representatives of
Mivironrentsl Research and Technology Inc. to discuss the ongoing ULSGS investi-
gation of ground-water contamination by coal~tar derviatives in the St. louls
Paric apea. At that time, ER? requested coples of mumerous docurents in our
nroject ffle. The documents were loaned to you on April 24 for copying, cata-
loring, amd transmittal to ERT in fulflllment of legal obligations on the part
of the State arising fron current litigation against the Reilly Tar and Chemical
Company. .

The purpose of this letter is to describe the nature of the documents end the
limitations that must be placed on thelr use and-distribution. e
The neod for restrictions on the use and distribution of the data arise from
three coneiderations, (1) some of the material is not the property of the USGS, K
(2) the data are camplex and need to-be checked before formal release to the I&
miblic, ¢nd (3) USGS policy requires that once data are released, they rust be '
made ﬂqua]]v available to all interested parties. This policy 1s to avoid
giving an unfair corpetitive advantage to a few.

1¢ deeuments nrovided include published reporfs an author'sc mamccrint, chem-
1cn] analyses, water-level measurcrments, geophysical logs, riaps, graphs, tables,
and rew data. Some of the documents bear noteg and armotations.

The mublished reports vere provided as a bmi‘essional courtesy to the FAT staff
and, of course, there need be no restrictions on their distribution to ERT
Un].(:‘b“ conylinz 18 prohibited by copyright. -

e cn..tho"-'q ")dﬂUBCI‘iPt "Contamination of ground water by coal-tar derdivatlves,
ut. Touls Park area, linnesota--Conceptual basis, methodolory, and preliminary
esults of phjbical laboratory rodels® is an initial working draft surrarizing
rc-search beins conducted by Professor Hans Olaf Pranniuch, Department of Geology
and Meophysics, University of Mimnesota. The research 1s being supported by
thie USGS as part of the St. Iouls Park study. The ranuscript, however, 1s the
property of Prof. Pfanniuch and the University of Minnesota. Parts or all of
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it may be revised and submitted to the USGS in fulfiliment of contractual obli-
gations. Prof. Pfannkuch has consented to reproduction of the manuscript with
the provision that it remain confidential. He has two major reasons for this
restriction. The first 1s to protect his right to future publication or other
use of his work. The second 18 to prevent dissemination of the document before
it is completed and reviewed, and the experimental results are conflrmed and
updated.

The other dociuments are the property of the U3GS. <Some of the data they con-
tain, however, were collected by others.

The St. Louls Park problem is very complex, and evaluation of some aspects of
the problen requires detailed and accurate measurements. Because the St. Iouis
Park study i1s an ongoing investigation, all the data are in various stages of
collection, verification, compilation, and ilnterpretation. '

Many of the documents conslst of compilations of measurements which, when
checked for accuracy, consistency, snd validity, could be routinely released by
the USGS as basic data. FHowever, some measurements camot be checked, and will
not be meaningml’ until additlional related information is obtalned.

For example, in order to accurately measure the potentiometric surface of the
Middle Drift aquifer at one locetion, it i1s generally necessary to (1) drill a
test hole to establish the presence of this hydrogeologic unit at a particular
location, (2) properly install a plezometer at an appropriate depth, (3) develop
the pilezometer to 1nsure that the water-level in it accurately reflects the
potentiometric surface of the aquifer, (4) establish a measuring point on the
piezometer and messure the depth-to-water below it, (5) determine the altitude
W spirit-leveling and caleulate a water-level altitude,

an ) verify that altitude 15 consistent in time and space with trends
cobserved in other pﬁ\ezometers completed in the same aquifer. This may require
repeated measurements over several ronths. It is sometimes necessary to install
one or more additional plezometers to verify that there are not significant ver-
tical head changes within the aquifer or to confirm that a particular sand body
is, in fact, part of the lilddle Drift aquifer. It is always necessary to checl
the data for computational or labeling errors. and ep " esw%é
The documents provided for copying include steps 4 and 5 of this example fgp be‘
sane wells. Before the data are formally rcleased by the USGS asmpmmwndagdy
Tapessebing the potentiometric surface of a particular aquifer, the appropri-
ate and practical steps should be taken—Iincluding the final check of the data.
Data in the other documents provided will reaulre comparsble evaluation before
formal release. Therefore, coples of all unpublished documents that we have
provided should be identified as preliminary and subject to revigion.
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In addition, all the unpublished documents should be used only as required by
the current lltigation. About 25 engineering and consulting firms expressed
an Interest in the recent Minnesota Department of Health RFP for the design of
remedial action of the contamination problem. We do not want to give unfair
advantage to a few £irms 1n obtaining pcssible future contracts.

I would like to emphasize our willingness to cooperate with all parties
interested in the results of our technical evaluvation. We have provided the
information that vas requested. However, for the sake of fairness, accuracy,
and sclentific validity, it is necessary and appropriate that limitations be
placed on the usc of preliminary information from our files,

Sincerely,

Donald R. Albin
Dlatrict Chlefl

ce: lir. John C. Craun, ERT
Dr. Robert W. Dunlap, FRT
Reglonal Hydrologlst, ¥
Solicitor General's Office, Department of Interior
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